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Congressman Fernand St. Germain, a Demo-
crat from Rhode Island. She coordinated the
work of the Congressman between his per-
sonal office and the Committee. Mrs. Hitz re-
tired from Congressional service in 1983 from
her position with Congressman St. Germain
after more than 20 years of federal civil serv-
ice.

In 1987, Mrs. Hitz moved from Virginia to
Jackson, Tennessee to be near her son, John
Hitz. In 1998 she relocated to Holts Summitt,
Missouri to be near her other son, Charles
Hitz, and to her hometown of Jefferson City,
Missouri when she lived until her death.

It is always an honor and a privilege to rec-
ognize folks who have given a large portion of
their lives to government service. It is a noble
profession and I am proud to recognize the
service of Mrs. Helen C. Hitz.

f

RECOGNIZING THE HISPANIC ENGI-
NEER NATIONAL ACHIEVEMENT
AWARDS CORPORATION

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the work that the Hispanic Engineer
National Achievement Awards Corporation
(HENAAC) is doing to enlighten the Hispanic
community and nation about the achievements
of Hispanics in science and technology in
order to motivate Hispanic students to pursue
careers in science and technology.

American students lag behind their counter-
parts in other developed countries like Japan
in the areas of science and math. If America
is to hold its technological advantage in an
ever complex world, we must close this gap
and improve our children’s achievements in
math and science.

In October, HENAAC will hold its annual
conference to honor outstanding Hispanics in
nine categories. In addition to the conference,
HENAAC, in conjunction with the University of
Texas-Pan American in my Congressional dis-
trict, will also sponsor four special events as
part of the International Science and Tech-
nology Week. The Hispanic Science and
Technology EXPO Day at UT Pan American
will bring students, parents, educators and the
community together to learn about the impor-
tance of science and technology and give stu-
dents information on career opportunities in
engineering, science and math. Thousands of
pre-college students will be able to participate
in the hands-on interactive workshops, presen-
tations and expositions. Hispanic Science and
Technology Educator Day will recognize
teachers throughout South Texas and give
them opportunities to improve their skills.

In addition to International Science and
Technology Week, HENAAC also sponsors
student scholarships and a Hall of Fame trav-
eling exhibit.

On February 19, 2002, the University of
Texas-Pan American will have a kick-off to en-
courage students, parents and teachers to
participate in the upcoming events. I want to
commend HENAAC and the University of
Texas-Pan American for their commitment to
educating the next generation of Hispanic sci-
entists, mathematicians and engineers.

HONORING BOB SECRIST OF BOISE,
IDAHO, ON HIS RETIREMENT
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF
VETERANS AFFAIRS REGIONAL
OFFICE

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON
OF IDAHO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Bob Secrist, a man who has served
Idaho veterans for more than 30 years, on his
retirement from the Department of Veterans
Affairs Regional Office.

As a Vietnam veteran himself, Bob has
shown compassion and dedication to veterans
of all ages and in all areas of Idaho.

Bob grew up in the farming community of
St. Anthony, Idaho where he learned the value
of hard work, a firm handshake and an honest
heart. He stayed close to home, attending
Ricks College and graduating in 1964. He
served his church on a two-year mission to
the Great Lakes area. When he returned, he
joined the Idaho National Guard. While in the
Guard, he was called to Vietnam. He was a
truck driver, delivering truckloads of gasoline
and diesel fuel throughout Vietnam’s Central
Highlands. His highly explosive convoys nego-
tiated mined roadways, blown up bridges, and
sporadic enemy assaults. He returned in Au-
gust 1969, married his sweetheart Judy in
1970, and graduated from Idaho State Univer-
sity in 1971 with a degree in business.

After graduating, the family moved to Boise,
and Bob began his distinguished career at the
VA Regional Office. He started out as Claims
Adjudicator working stacks of paper to help
those who’d been disabled in the line of duty.
For many, Bob put a human face to veterans’
issues. His outreach on veterans’ issues is
legendary. If you had a question about vet-
erans’ benefits, Bob knew the answer.

In 1974, he was promoted to be the Edu-
cation Liaison Representative working with
Idaho schools under the GI Bill education pro-
gram. According to his colleagues, Bob was
able to streamline the schools’ procedures and
improve services to veterans enrolled in
school. He utilized his claims processing back-
ground to work weekends helping adjudicators
to write education awards and clearing up
processing delays.

Because of his dedication and community
involvement, he was named the Chief of the
Regional Office’s Veterans Services Division
in 1990. In this position, he was in charge of
state outreach to all veterans and beneficiaries
around the state.

Bob always felt compassion for veterans.
He never lost sight of who he was working
for—not the government—not the VA—but the
veterans who had served this country. He
made sure the VA Regional Office wasn’t an
Ivory Tower looking down on the veterans
they served. In the face of budget cuts, he
was determined to make the Regional Office
‘‘veteran friendly.’’ He began a program of
partnerships with the Veterans Service Organi-
zations, the VFW, DAV, American Legion, the
Wake Island Survivors, the Idaho Department
of Veterans Services, and many others.

After the Regional Office was consolidated
in the late 1990s, Bob was appointed as the
Regional Office Public Information Officer. In
that position, he served as a congressional li-

aison, always ensuring that my staff and I was
informed about veterans issues.

Bob, for 33 years you’ve been a shining star
in the veterans’ community, showing those
around you that veterans come before bu-
reaucracy and that good ideas don’t need to
be buried under the burden of government. I
commend you. I congratulate you and on be-
half of the thousands of veterans you’ve
served, and I thank you.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO JERRY
SORENSON

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is with a sol-
emn heart that I take this opportunity to pay
respect to the passing of a friend, Gerald
‘‘Jerry’’ Edwin Sorensen, who recently passed
away at the age of 55. Jerry was a pillar of the
Glenwood Springs community and as his fam-
ily mourns his loss, I think it is appropriate to
remember Jerry and pay tribute to him for his
contributions to his community.

Jerry will always be forever known as a true
sports fan, a man who lived and thrived for
sporting events. He is remembered as a su-
perb athlete during his high school years, par-
ticipating on and playing for the Roaring Fork
High School football and baseball teams lo-
cated in Carbondale, Colorado. His passion
for sports continued throughout his life branch-
ing into hunting, fishing, 4-wheeling, bowling
and watching his favorite football team, the
Denver Broncos. Although known for his
athleticism and hard work, Jerry’s true love
was working and interacting with people, par-
ticularly his two sons and grandsons. He will
be remembered as a devoted husband, father,
and friend. He affected the lives of so many of
Glenwood’s residents with his kindness and
his generosity and he will be greatly missed.

Mr. Speaker, it is with profound sadness
that we note the passing of Gerald ‘‘Jerry’’
Edwin. He was known for his kind heart and
the gentle demeanor he displayed throughout
his life and his good deeds and dedication to
his fellow man certainly deserve the recogni-
tion of this body of Congress. I, along with a
grateful community and loving family will miss
Jerry dearly.

f

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
LLOYD KIVA NEW

HON. TOM UDALL
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to pay tribute to a recently lost New
Mexican who was a devoted Native American
educator, artist, and entrepreneur. Lloyd Kiva
New had intuition and visionary skills that
made him a successful business man; how-
ever, more importantly, his humble heart and
ambition drove him to aide young Native
American students to strive for excellence at
the Institute of American Indian Arts.

The Native American community has lost a
prolific humanitarian, who devoted much of his
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time to encourage young students to climb to
a higher level of education. Investing much of
his time and energy, aside from his reputation
as a renowned artist and entrepreneur, he de-
veloped a school intended to teach the values
of individuality and excellence among the Na-
tive American community.

Not only in Santa Fe but also throughout the
nation’s Native American communities, New
was well respected and admired. Fellow col-
leagues, family members, and friends will
moum the death of a great public servant.
May we remember and keep in our hearts the
generosity and accomplishments of Lloyd Kiva
New and those whom he left behind.

Those who will continue his legacy are his
wife Aysen New, his son Jeff New, and his
daughter Nancy Sandroff.

Mr. Speaker, Lloyd Kiva New will be deeply
missed, but not forgotten.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. RON LEWIS
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday, February 12, 2002, I was in my con-
gressional distric attending an official event.
Had I been present in the House Chamber, I
would have voted ‘yea’ on H.R. 2998, to au-
thorize the establishment of Radio Free Af-
ghanistan, and H.R. 3699, to revise certain
grants for continuum of care assistance for
homeless individual and families.

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB RILEY
OF ALABAMA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. RILEY. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoidably
detained for Roll Call No. 15, H.R. 2998, to
authorize the establishment of Radio Free Af-
ghanistan. Had I been present I would have
voted yea.

I was also unavoidably detained for Roll Call
No. 16, H.R. 3699, to revise certain grants for
continuum of care assistance for homeless in-
dividual and families. Had I been present I
would have voted yea.

f

CYBER SECURITY RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT ACT

SPEECH OF

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, February 7, 2002

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support
of this bill and I’m proud to be a cosponsor of
it.

The Cyber Security Research and Develop-
ment Act is aimed at the important need of in-
creasing attention and funding for
cybersecurity. I salute my colleague Mr. Boeh-
lert for recognizing this need to move this leg-
islation to the floor of the House.

The bill authorizes over 800 million dollars
for research and grant programs through the

National Science Foundation and the National
Institute of Standards and Technology. This
means that the extraordinary scientists and re-
searchers at research facilities like NASA
Ames can continue to find innovative ways to
address the many security challenges facing
our nation.

NASA Ames provides research leadership
and world-class capability in the fields of
supercomputing and networking, high-assur-
ance software development, and verification
and validation. They have developed an un-
matched expertise in areas critical to the secu-
rity of our networks and infrastructures.

As we know all too well, terrorists can strike
in unthinkable ways. To minimize the impact
terrorist attacks may have on our ability to
communicate and exchange valuable informa-
tion, we must begin to correct the deficiencies
in current U.S. computer and network de-
fenses. Only then will we ensure that the
United States is better prepared to prevent
and combat terrorist attacks on private and
government computers.

It is my hope that the Cyber Security Re-
search and Development Act is the beginning
of a long-term investment in establishing a
strong national information assurance pro-
gram. It has my strong support and I urge my
colleagues to do so as well.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO JULIA HAAG

HON. SCOTT McINNIS
OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate a young
student from my district whose hard work and
dedication has been rewarded with the great
opportunity to pursue a higher education. Julia
Haag of Florence, Colorado, was recently
awarded the Boettcher Scholarship, and as
she celebrates her achievement I would like to
commend her for her determination and self-
sacrifice in achieving this honor. She is cer-
tainly a well deserving recipient of this scholar-
ship and I am pleased to represent her and
her family in Colorado.

Julia is a senior at Florence High School lo-
cated in Southern Colorado. After a long, and
no doubt difficult process, Julia was selected
as a recipient of the Boettcher Scholarship.
This scholarship will provide her with free tui-
tion to the Colorado college of her choice, al-
lowing her the opportunity to pursue a higher
education degree with the opportunity to study
abroad. This is a great program provided with-
in Colorado to allow students to pursue higher
education opportunities throughout the state.

Julia has been graced with this opportunity
for her hard work, attention to her studies, and
exceptional aptitude test scores. She scored in
the top percentile for the ACT, and will grad-
uate in the top 5% of her senior class. A nec-
essary requirement Julia has so aptly dem-
onstrated is her leadership abilities among stu-
dent and youth organizations and active par-
ticipation in community service projects
throughout the region. Upon graduation, Julia
plans to attend law school or focus on broad-
cast journalism. Whatever her decision, I am
certain she will successfully excel in her en-
deavors with the same aptitude she has dem-
onstrated throughout her young life.

Mr. Speaker, the diligence and commitment
demonstrated by Julia Haag certainly de-
serves the recognition of this body of Con-
gress, and this nation. Julia’s achievement
serves as a symbol to aspiring college bound
students throughout Colorado, and indeed the
entire nation. Her reward is proof that hard
work and attention to your studies can lead to
assistance in achieving your goals. The
Boettcher Scholarship is a model program for
the states throughout this nation and ensures
that our future generations are guaranteed the
opportunity to improve their lives through the
resources of education. Congratulations Julia,
and good luck in your future endeavors!

f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. PAUL RYAN
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 13, 2002

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, due
to the birth of my first child, Elizabeth Anne,
on February 2, 2002, I was absent for Roll
Call Votes No. 6 through 14 from February 5,
2002 through February 7, 2002. I have listed
below how I would have voted had I been
present.

On Vote No. 6, H.R. 577, to require any or-
ganization that is established for the purpose
of raising funds for the creation of a Presi-
dential archival depository to disclose the
sources and amounts of any funds raised, I
would have voted ‘‘Yea.’’

On Roll Call Vote No. 7, S. 970, designating
the facility of the US Postal Service located on
39 Tremont Street, Paris Hill, Maine, as the
Horatio King Post Office Building, I would
have voted ‘‘Yea.’’

On Roll Call Vote No. 8, H. Res. 342, pro-
viding for the consideration of motions to sus-
pend the rules for H. Con. Res. 312, I would
have voted ‘‘Yea.’’

On Roll Call Vote No. 9, S. 1888, correcting
a technical error in the codification of Title 36
of the United States Code, I would have voted
‘‘Yea.’’

On Roll Call Vote No. 10, H. Con. Res. 312,
expressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that the scheduled Tax Relief
Provided by the Economic Growth and Tax
Relief Reconciliation Act of 2001 passed by a
Bipartisan Majority should not be suspended
or repealed, I would have voted ‘‘Yea.’’

On Roll Call Vote No. 11, H.J. Res. 82, rec-
ognizing the 91st birthday of Ronald Reagan,
I would have voted ‘‘Yea.’’

On Roll Call Vote No. 12, H. Res. 343, pro-
viding for consideration of H.R. 3394, the
Cyber Security Research and Development
Act, I would have voted, ‘‘Yea.’’

On Roll Call Vote No. 13, H.R. 3394, on
passage of the Cyber Security Research and
Development Act, I would have voted, ‘‘Yea.’’

On Roll Call Vote No. 14 on the Journal.
February 5 through February 7, 2002, I would
have voted ‘‘Yea.’’
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